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THE CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION OP 1776. 
BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES OP ITS MEMBERS. 

BY WM. H. EGLE, M.D. 
(Continued from page 101.) 

Biddle, Owen, of the city of Philadelphia, a great-grand- 
Bon of William Biddle — one of the Proprietors of West Jer- 
sey, and for many years of the Governor's Council of that 
Colony — was born in Philadelphia in the year 1737. He was 
engaged in mercantile pursuits, and with his brother, Clement, 
signed the celebrated Non-importation Resolutions of October 
25, 1765. He was a delegate to the Provincial Conference 
Jan. 23, 1775 ; member of the Committee of Safety from June 
30, 1775, to July 22, 1776, and of the Council of Safety from 
July 24, 1776, to March 13, 1777; member of the Board of 
War March 13, 1777; of the Convention of July 15, 1776, 
and, in June, 1777, Deputy Commissary of Forage. His name 
appears in the list of Philadelphia merchants headed by 
Robert Morris, who became personally bound for various 
sums, amounting in the aggregate to over £260,000 sterling,for 
purchasing provisions for the army at a time when there was 
great difficulty in procuring supplies. During the occupancy 
of Philadelphia by the British, the enemy destroyed his resi- 
dence, which was on the site of the Girard College grounds. 
He was an early and active member of the American Philo- 
sophical Society, one of its curators from 1769 to 1772, and 
secretary from 1773 to 1782, when he became one of the 
councillors, continuing as such until his death. He was one 
of the Committee of thirteen appointed by the Society to 
observe the transit of Venus on 3d of June, 1769. These 
observations were made with eminent success by three mem- 
bers of the Committee, Mr. Rittenhouse being stationed at 
N/orristown, Dr. Ewino; at Philadelphia, and Mr. Biddle at 
Cape Henlopen. Mr. Biddle died at Philadelphia on the 10th 
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of March, 1799. His descendants have always taken a pro- 
minent part in the benevolent and business enterprises of the 
metropolis. 

Blewer, Joseph, of the county of Philadelphia, was born 
in Pennsylvania, of English parentage, in 1734. At the be- 
ginning of the Revolution he was a captain in the merchant 
service, and it was no doubt due to this fact that he was 
appointed a member of the Pennsylvania Navy Board, when 
that State established an armed flotilla for the defence of 
Philadelphia. He was a member of the Provincial Confer- 
ence at Carpenter's Hall, June 18, 1775 ; member of the 
Convention of July 15, 1776; member of the Council of 
Safety, July 23, 1776 ; member of the Committee of Inspec- 
tion for Southwark, August, 1777; and of the Navy Board, 
1777-8. During the latter part of the year 1777, he served 
on the Committee to arrest disaffected Quakers and tories. 
He was a member of the General Assembly 1779-1780. He 
was appointed Warden of the Port of Philadelphia Oct. 31, 
1781. Capt. Blewer died August 7, 1789, and is buried in 
the Swedes' Church-yard, near the main wall of the church, 
facing west. His wife Sarah, born in 1737, died May 4, 1801, 
and is interred by his side. Capt. Blewer invariably affixed 
the figures 1759 within the flourish of the final letter of his 
name, but why so distinguished is not known. 

Brown, James, of Cumberland County, was born in Lan- 
caster County, Pennsylvania, of Scotch-Irish ancestry, about 
1736. He removed very early in life to Carlisle, or its vicinity. 
He served in the Provincial service in the Rev. Capt. Steel's 
company, of whose congregation at Carlisle he was a member. 
He was a member of the Convention of July 15, 1776, and 
of the General Assembly of the State from 1776 to 1778. He 
died in the year 1780, and was interred in the Presbyterian 
burying-ground at Carlisle. His son, William Brown, was a 
member of the Assembly from Cumberland County from 1780 
to 1786, and during the latter year was one of the Committee 
to superintend the drawing of the Donation Land Lottery. 
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Brown, Matthew, of Northumberland County, the eldest 
son of John Brown — who emigrated from the Province of 
Ulster, Ireland, to America in 1720 — was born in Paxtang 
Township, Lancaster (now Dauphin) County, Pennsylvania, 
November 6, 1732. About 1760 he settled near Carlisle, but 
subsequently removed to White Deer Hole Valley. His name 
appears on the tax list for 1775 as being in possession of sixty 
acres. He was one of the first overseers of the poor for White 
Deer Township, Northumberland County, and in February, 
1776, one of the Committee of Safety for the county. In 
June following he was a member of the Provincial Confer- 
ence, and in July 15, 1776, member of the Convention from 
Northumberland. In the autumn of that year he entered 
the army as a private soldier. Contracting the camp fever 
while campaigning in the Jerseys, he returned home, where 
he died on the 22d of April, 1777, and lies buried in a field, 
once part of his property, near Elimsport, Lycoming County. 
His wife, Eleanor, survived him thirty-seven years, dying 
August 9, 1814. He left eight children, the youngest of whom, 
Matthew, born in White Deer in 1776, with his brother 
Thomas, were adopted by their Uncle William Brown, who 
resided near Harrisburg. The former became a Doctor of 
Divinity, and President of Jefferson College, Canonsburg. 

Burkhalter, Peter, of Northampton County, settled in 
Egypt, Whitehall Township, now Lehigh County, Pennsyl- 
vania, in 1740. Under the laws of the Province he was 
naturalized April 11, 1761, having partaken of the sacrament 
on the 2 2d of March previous. He was one of the Commis- 
sioners for the County of Northampton in 1776; was a mem- 
ber of the Convention of July 15, 1776; a member of the 
Assembly during that and the following year; and appointed 
sub-lieutenant of the county March 30, 1780. From 1784 to 
1788 he again represented Northampton in the General As- 
sembly, and from 1791 to 1794 in the House of Eepresenta- 
tives. He was captain of a company of the Northampton 
Associators, and in active service in the Jerseys. He died in 
1806, and lies buried in the old walled Union Church grave- 
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yard in "Whitehall Township, Lehigh County. His daughter, 
Magdalena, married Col. Stephen Balliett. 

Bull, John, of the county of Philadelphia, was born in 
1730, in Providence Township, now Montgomery County. 
He was appointed Captain in the Provincial service May 12, 
1758, and in June was in command at Fort Allen. The same 
year he accompanied Gen. Forbes' expedition for the reduc- 
tion of Fort DuQuesne, and rendered important service in the 
negotiations with the Indians. In 1771 he owned the Morris 
plantation and mill, and was residing there at the opening of 
the Eevolution. He was a delegate to the Provincial Con- 
ference of January 23, 1775, and of June 18, 1775; a member 
of the Convention of July 15, 1776, and of the Pennsylvania 
Board of "War March 14, 1777. In 1775 he was appointed 
Colonel of the first Pennsylvania Battalion, which he resigned 
January 20, 1776, on account of bad treatment from his officers. 
He was one of the Commissioners at the Indian treaty, held 
at Easton, January 30, 1777 ; in February was in command of 
the works at Billingsport, and on the 16th of July was ap- 
pointed Adjutant-General of the State. In October of this 
year, his barns were burned and stock carried away by the 
enemy. In December, when Gen. James Irvine was captured, 
Col. Bull succeeded to the command of the second brigade of 
the Pennsylvania militia, under Gen. Armstrong. In 1778 
and 1779, he was engaged in erecting the defences for Phil- 
adelphia, and in 1780 was Commissary of Purchases at that 
city. In 1785 he removed to Northumberland County ; in 
1805 elected to the Assembly, and in 1808 was the Federal 
candidate for Congress, but defeated. Col. Bull died at 
Northumberland, August 9, 1824, aged 94. His wife, Mary, 
died 23d of February, 1811. They were both interred in the 
Quaker grave-yard at that place. 

Btjrd, John, of Bedford County, a native of Scotland, and 
cousin of Col. James Burd of Tinian, was born July 15, 1724. 
He emigrated to America prior to 1740, and settled in the 
vicinity of Fort Littleton several years later. He served as 
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one of his majesty's justices for Bedford County; was a 
member of the Convention of July 15, 1776, and of the 
General Assembly from 1777 to 1781. He died in March, 
1792. His son Benjamin, b. in 1754 {vide Rodgers's Biog. 
Diet.), enlisted in July, 1775, in Col. Thompson's regiment, 
of which he was promoted a lieutenant in October of that 
year. In 1777 he was appointed captain 4th Pennsylvania, 
and subsequently promoted major. He died at Bedford, Octo- 
ber 5, 1823. 

Cannon, James, of the city of Philadelphia, was a native 
of Edinburgh, Scotland, where he was born in the year 1740. 
He was educated in the University of his native city, and 
came to America in 1765. At the breaking out of the Revo- 
lution he was tutor in the College of Philadelphia, now Uni- 
versity of Pennsylvania. From the diary of Christopher 
Marshall it appears he was the leading spirit in private meet- 
ings held to select candidates to be placed before the people 
in opposition to those representing more conservative senti- 
ments. He was very active in forming and organizing the 
Associators of Philadelphia, and was Secretary of the " Ame- 
rican Manufactory," the result of the patriotic endeavor made 
at the beginning of the Revolution by some of the citizens of 
that city in accordance with the suggestion of Congress to 
manufacture woolen, linen, and cotton fabrics. He was the 
author of the " Cassandra" Letters, which elevated him high 
in the esteem of the patriots. He was chosen a member of 
the Convention of July 15, 1776, and of the part taken by him 
in that body, Graydon says: The Constitution " was under- 
stood to have been principally the work of George Bryan in 
conjunction with Mr. Cannon, a school-master. ... Of 
him it may not be uncharitable to presume that, having the 
little knowledge of man, and scholastic predilections for the 
antique in liberty, which generally falls to the lot of a peda- 
gogue, he acted accordingly." In the Convention Mr. Cannon 
was placed on the Committee to draw up the instructions to 
the delegates of Pennsylvania in Congress, he being the au- 
thor of that instrument. By the Convention he was made 
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one of the justices of the peace for the State, and served as 
member of the Council of Safety from July 24, 1776, to Dec. 
4, 1777, one of the few who were not members of the Supreme 
Executive Council. In November, 1779, upon the establish- 
ment of the University of Pennsylvania, Mr. Cannon was 
elected to the Professorship of Mathematics. He died on the 
28th of January, 1782, and is buried in Christ Church grave- 
yard. 

Caemichael, John, of Westmoreland County, was a native 
of Cumberland County, Pennsylvania, born about 1751. Pre- 
vious to 1775 he had settled in what is now Franklin Town- 
ship, Fayette County, on the waters of Redstone Creek, about 
eight miles from Col. Cook's, where he erected a mill and 
still house. He was elected a member of the Convention of 
July 15, 1776, and of the Assembly in 1777. He died in 1796, 
leaving a widow and two sons, James and Thomas. 

Cessna, John, of Bedford County, the son of John Cessna, 
a Huguenot who settled and married in Ireland after the 
battle of the Boyne, was born in Ireland about the year 1718. 
The elder Cessna came to America about the same period, at 
first settling in Eastern Pennsylvania, but subsequently locat- 
ing in the Cumberland Valley. About 1765 the former re- 
moved to Friend's Cove, Bedford County, on a farm, still in 
possession of one of his descendants. In 1747 Mr. Cessna 
served as ensign in the Provincial service, as did also, at a 
later date, his brother Charles. On the organization of 
Bedford County, he heads the list of Provincial magistrates. 
He was a member of the Convention of July 15, 1776 ; sheriff 
of Bedford County, 1777-8 ; collector of excise, Jan. 1, 1778 ; 
and justice of the peace June, 1779, Oct. 21, 1782, and Sept. 
9, 1790. Mr. Cessna died about the year 1800. He raised 
a large family of children, and his numerous descendants, 
scattered over the "Western and Southern States, embrace in 
their number several very prominent men ; John Cessna, at 
present a member of Congress, is a great-grandson. 
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Clark, Walter, of Northumberland County, was a native 
of Paxtang Township, Lancaster, now Dauphin County, Penn- 
sylvania. In 1771, in conjunction with his brothers, Robert 
and William, he purchased land, and removed to Buffalo 
Valley. He was a member of the Committee of Safety for 
Northumberland County Feb. 8, 1776, of the Convention of 
July 15, 1776 ; and March 21, 1777, appointed sub-lieutenant 
of Northumberland County. In 1804, Mr. Clark removed to 
Mercer County, where he died. 

Clark, William, of Cumberland County, was born in Lan- 
caster, now Dauphin County, Pennsylvania, in 1740. At the 
beginning of the Revolution he assisted in organizing the 
Associators, and became Colonel of one of the Cumberland 
County battalions. He was a member of the Convention of 
July 15, 1776, and of the General Assembly in 1776 and 1777. 
He was appointed paymaster of the Cumberland County 
militia August 20, 1777. He died at his residence in Mid- 
dleton Township, March 29,1804. 

Cltmer, George, of the city of Philadelphia, was born 
March 16, 1739, of English parentage, in Philadelphia, Penn- 
sylvania. His father dying when George was only seven 
years of age, he was taken by his maternal uncle William Cole- 
man, educated, and subsequently entered his counting-house. 
In 1767 he was chosen a member of the Common Council of 
Philadelphia. At the celebrated tea-meeting, held in that city 
October 16, 1773, Mr. Clymerwas appointed Chairman of the 
Committee to request the resignation of the tea agents. He 
was elected an alderman of the city of Philadelphia in 1774; 
a delegate to the Provincial Conference of January 23, 1775 ; 
member of the Committee of Safety from October 2, 1775, to 
July 22, 1776 ; and member of the Convention of July 15, 
1776,by which bodybe was ehosen to the Continental Congress 
July 20, 1776, and, although several weeks after the passage 
of the Declaration, signed that instrument. In September, 
1776, be was sent with Stockton, of N. J., to confer with 
Washington on the affairs of the army. In 1777 he was 
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chosen to Congress by the Assembly of the State. On Dec. 
7, 1778, he was appointed one of the Commissioners to attend 
the Indian treaty at Fort Pitt. In 1780 he was again chosen 
to Congress, and in November, with John Nixon assisted in 
organizing the Bank of North America. At the close of the 
Revolution he removed to Princeton, IS". J., but returning to 
Pennsylvania shortly after, he was elected to the Assembly, 
serving from 1785 to 1788, during which period he aided 
in modifying the penal code of the State. He was a member 
of the Convention which framed the Federal Constitution, 
and in November, 1788, elected to the first Congress of the 
United States. In 1791 he was appointed by President 
"Washington Collector of Excise for Pennsylvania, a position 
he resigned towards the close of the year 1794. With 
Messrs. Pickens and Hawkins he was appointed in 1796 to 
negotiate a treaty with the Creek and Cherokee Indians, 
which was consummated on the 29th of June the same 
year. He subsequently withdrew from public affairs, but 
served as President of the Academy of Fine Arts, and of 
the Pennsylvania Bank. He died at Morrisville, Bucks 
County, Pennsylvania, January 23, 1813. 



(To be continued.) 
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